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ANOTHER YEAR IS NEARING AN END 
 

We hope many members, volunteers, WBC staff and friends join us to celebrate another successful year. 
The FWWA sees these celebrations as an opportunity to say a hearty “thank you for your support”. 
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WBC	Manager’s	Report	to	Franklin	Working	Waterfront	Committee	Meeting	
11th	December	2017	

People:	 	
• Jono finished Andrew’s steamboat laid deck early in the month.  Careful, precise, high quality 

work as always from Jono. 
• Mike has been on 3 weeks well-deserved leave/rest in preparation for the busy summer season. 
• Dave has been working hard to pull the Leshelen project together ready for launch in late 

January/early February. 
• Francis will continue in the workshop to provide part time assistance to all manner of jobs 

during the summer period. 
• Jen has been away from work for most of November.  We wish her a speedy, less complicated 

recovery. 
• Pete Heading has been in the shed almost full-time lately – finishing canoes and giving wise 

counsel.  
• Julie has jumped in to fill the gap of the tasks that Jen had been covering for us.  This has 

increased her workload significantly, for which we are very grateful. 
• Sandra Kent has just begun to do a half day shift ‘front of house’ – welcome to the crew 

Sandra. 
• Gerard has just begun as a volunteer giving assistance (to Francis’ tool area organisation job so 

far) 
• Anne is planning some leave during December with family. 

Tourism:	 	
• Tourism numbers: Adults 267; Concession 464; Children 4; Families 14 
• This included 2 Group tours (concessions) – Austrips with 25 pax and a Holiday Vacations 

group of 35 people  
• Numbers are steadily increasing. 

Education:	
• There are places available in all our courses.   
• The October strip planked kayak course completed with Lara remaining in the shed to self-

complete.  Norm’s strip planked kayak will be shipped to NW after one more sand and coat of 
epoxy. 

• Just waiting on the final documents to go along with our application to deliver skill sets in 
‘Introduction to Wooden Boatbuilding’ in partnership with TasTAFE. 

Boat	builds:	
• Pete Heading’s 2 canoes are just receiving their final touches.  One canoe will then be available 

for sale through the ‘front of house’ for $5,900. 
• Adrian’s workboat is getting very close to planking completion. 
• Sale of the dry finished Clinker dinghy – for collection soon. 
• Discussion and investigation into the use of plantation Hoop Pine for oars/dinghy construction 

to enable a sustainable timber option.  Pete Heading and Kate Hoorweg providing advice. 

Restoration:	
• Leshelen expecting to relaunch late January/early February for completion of work ‘on the 

water’.    
• The Fazackerly dinghy is being painted by Bob for the owner.  Bob will finish the sanding and 

apply paint to the hull in the next few weeks.  This work looks good even with understandable 
and considerable interruption. 

• Jono finished Andrew’s Steamboat deck in good time for Steamboat Day.   
• The old 18’ Couta Boat is in the shed for restoration. This work will be done by Pete Laidlaw 

to bring the boat back to an original fishing sailboat. 

Wharfage:	
• Shiralee is alongside Greg Guy Wharf for an extended period to do ‘on water’ fitout/repair.  

Most of this work will be done by the owner with occasional assistance/contract of our 
boatbuilders. 

• Pied Piper II will come alongside Shiralee in January, on and off till the end of April. 
• Plans for wharf extensions have been hand drawn. Application for funding assistance to power 

the north and fishing wharf submitted to the HVC Community Grants Program. 
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• MAST Recreational Boating Fund grants are open till May 2018 – this may be a possibility for 
some safety upgrade of wharf facilities? 

Asset	management:	
• Francis and Christina have been installing new benches, tool storage and a glue mixing area 

under the mezzanine.   
• Lattice installed to hide the under building wood storage area. 

Media:	
• Facebook group following 957 currently. 
• The website is receiving more regular updates and now generates a weekly newsletter that also 

links to email, Facebook and Twitter. 

WHS:	
• Nil 

External	interactions/opportunities:	
• Franklin Progress Association facilitated community meeting about the Franklin Foreshore. 
• Re-application to Huon Valley Council Community Grants program on invitation, as program 

funds were not fully expended.  Our version 2 application has just been submitted which aims 
to install electricity supply to the North Wharf and Fishing Wharf. 

• Further discussion in relation to the Franklin Square Sculpture – ‘Two Islands’.  Our part of the 
work is expected to be completed by March 2018. 

• Costing of boat builds provided to potential clients – 11’5” Percy, Foster 10 and 8’4” Pram 
dinghies. These projects may or may not come to fruition.  

Issues:		
• We have a need for more tour guide support and occasional front of house shifts during the 

coming busy season. Anything from a single tour around morning or afternoon teatime to half 
day or even full day guiding assistance would be most appreciated.   

• Not enough students 
• Not enough boat builders in summer and not enough work for boat builders in winter. 

 
FPA ‘THINK-TANK’ MEETING THURSDAY 17th NOVEMBER  

 
All	organisations	that	had	an	interest	in	the	northern	part	of	the	Franklin	foreshore	development	
were	invited	by	the	FPA	to	a	meeting	to	voice	their	agreement	or	otherwise	with	the	proposed	
development.	Adriana	Taylor	(Huon	Valley	Council	Commissioner)	and	the	Emilio	Reale	(General	
Manager)	attended	along	with	Alison	Standen	(representing	Lara	Giddings	from	Labor	Party).	
	
On	behalf	of	the	WBC,	Anne	Holst	described	the	improvements,	which	would	benefit	our	activities.	
These	improvements	included	extensions	to	WBC	wharves,	and	a	small	slipway	for	launching	
dinghies.	An	area	of	hard	stand	was	also	suggested	to	facilitate	heavy	machinery	when	cranes	are	
required	for	larger	vessels.		
	
Anne	pointed	out	that	our	present	access	off	the	road	should	remain,	with	some	sections	sealed	to	
assist	disabled	access	to	the	WBC,	with	enough	space	for	manoeuvring	of	busses	and	larger	motor	
homes.	She	also	requested	that	the	public	toilets	be	located	between	the	WBC	and	the	LBT	in	
order	to	serve	both	entities;	and	suggested	that	a	bridge	be	erected	over	the	ditch	on	the	land	
leased	by	the	WBC	to	the	north	to	further	enhance	the	walking	trail.	
	
Anne	agreed	with	the	LBT’s	point	that	as	a	working	waterfront	it	could	not	always	be	neat	and	
tidy,	but	areas	had	to	retain	flexibility	to	fit	with	the	needs	of	the	community.	Finally	it	was	agreed	
that	there	should	be	no	development,	which	resulted	in	any	loss	of	current	facility.		
	
Adriana	Taylor	was	most	impressed	with	Franklin’s	turnout	to	the	event.	She	was	pleased	that	we	
were	able	to	show	such	strong	support	for	the	foreshore	development	plan.	It	was	acknowledged	
that	getting	the	plan	approved	and	with	a	working	budget	was	the	first	step	and	the	more	detailed	
changes	required	by	each	group	using	the	foreshore	could	be	further	examined	once	the	budget	
had	been	approved	and	funded.	
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NOTES	FROM	A	COMMERCIAL	FISHER’S	DIARY	AUGUST	1926	

	

Old	diaries	can	give	us	an	insight	into	the	day-to-day	experiences	of	times	gone	by.	A	recent	visitor	to	the	WBC	was	
on	a	nostalgic	journey	with	her	son,	as	she	had	grown	up	with	wooden	boats	in	the	Huon/Channel	area.	Her	father	
was	Ernest	(Dick)	Andrews,	a	commercial	fisher,	who	regularly	worked	the	East	coast	of	Tasmania,	before	
returning	to	his	base	in	the	Channel	area	near	Woodbridge.	She	sent	us	notes	from	her	father’s	diary,	which	makes	
for	interesting	reading	about	the	weather	and	sea	conditions.	These	are	his	notes	for	August	1926.	
(The	entries	continue	until	April	1929,	the	complete	notes	will	be	kept	in	the	Franklin	History	Group’s	library	if	
anyone	is	interested	in	reading	more.)	
	
August 3rd 
Went out, came straight back in again. Wind north. Came NW later in day. Could have 
worked if we had stayed out. Walked to Boat Harbour. 
August 4th 
Wind North all last night. Worked Bald Hill ti l l  10pm, and had to come in. Wind drew NNE. 
Made up two dozen. 
August 5th 
Went out and came in again. Wind hard up through the night. Lay at Barracks. Wind SE, sea 
making. Worked Barracks,  sixteen fish. Raining a bit .  
August 6th 
Wind light SE, very fine day but big sea on bar.  
August 7th 
Didn ’t go out. Sea going down. Went over to Boat Harbour. Went aboard Myrtle Burgess at 
St Helens Point. 
August 8th 
Worked under St Helens Point all day. Big SE sea breaking across at low water. Five dozen 
fish. 
August 9th 
Too much sea to get out. Wind light and fixed. 
August 10th 
Wind North. Very thick weather. Big sea.  
August 11th 
Wind NW, lay at Pelican Point. 
August 12th 
Came out 6.30am, hooking off St Helens Point. Fifteen dozen perch and six trumpeter. Left at 
3 .30 pm for home. Wind NE. Come light NW, then North at dark. Double reefed off Cape Lodi 
at midnight. 
August 13th 
Off Schouten Passage at daylight. Wind came in more NW. Came up hard SW off Maria. Beat 
to canal.  Got into Chinamans Bay at dawn. 
August 14th 
Cleared canal at 10am. In Hobart at 4pm. £64 no shillings, no pence. Beelson (?)  has gone for 
his gun. 
Sunday August 22nd 
Left Woodbridge, wind light SW, SE in afternoon. Brought up at Partridge Island. Two dozen. 
Eighteen dozen garfish. 
August 23rd 
Went over to West Shore, no fish. Sent away. 
August 24th 
Wind North, went to Tin Pot Bay and Mickey ’s .  Nothing. 
August 25th 
Hooking off Partridge Island, three dozen cod. Worked beach, dozen garfish. Twelve dozen 
salmon. £4 no shillings no pence.  
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These	photos	from	the	author’s	collection	show	barge	races	at	the	Shipwrights	Point	Regatta.	These	regattas	
began	circa	1850,	and	were	held	on	New	Year’s	Day.	They	attracted	many	visitors	from	the	Huon	and	from	Hobart	
who	travelled	to	the	event	by	steamers,	such	as	the	Cartela,	Waldemar,	and	Taruna.	These	photos	are	from	1922.	

	
	
	

 


