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Ginny Gerlach

40 years ago, I stepped on a yacht for the first time and I knew I had 
found my place……. I was at home! 

That one moment changed the course of my life, leading to many self-
determined adventures, experiences and of course - challenges! The 
stories created and shared and most importantly, the passionate, diverse 
and enthusiastic sailors met along the way are embedded in my life story. 

My current boat is “Spirit Silver Edition” a custom design by Andy Dovell, 
44 ft deck saloon, cutter rigged sloop, built in King Billy Pine in 
Launceston. Purchased in Tasmania, and after a 6 month refit, cruises in 
Qld waters, Spirit brought me back to Tasmania and before I knew it – this
beautiful area was my new home – with plenty of sailing adventures on 
the horizon!

Some details:

 Ownership of 7 different yachts over the years – 1 Ferro, 1 Alloy, 3 
Fibre Glass and 2 Timber.  

 Living aboard and cruising through the north and south Pacific for 
10 years.

 Over 60,000 nautical miles sailed.
 Managing construction and operations of a marina, chandlery, 

brokerage and café in Qld.



 Master V commercial skipper and sailing instructor/coach - since 
2002.

 2 years running a marine charter, bareboat and maintenance 
business.

 8 years sharing my passion for sailing and cruising by running my 
own sail training business – CruisAbility - in the beautiful waters of 
Keppel Bay.

 Founding Water Women - a group of women enthusiastic women 
sailors in southern Tasmania. 

Joy Phillips

Encouraged by her parents & their love of the sea, as a young girl Joy 
experienced her first solo sailing on her small Sunfish on a coastal lagoon 
in Rhode Island. This formative experience evoked a deep appreciation of 
what life’s lessons on the water could offer- a mixture of pure joy, along 
with a wholesome dose of personal accountability. 

Today those same feelings continue to inspire Joy to share, encourage & 
support others so they may have the opportunities to experience & learn 
similar freedoms and responsibilities. 

Joy has been a custodian of 3 classic yachts since migrating to Australia 
almost 30 years ago. She has spent the last 3 years project managing & 
working on the restoration of her 43’ cruising ketch Holger Danske, a K. 
Aage Nielsen designed Scandinavian double-ender. 
 

Joy’s wooden boat experiences:
 Joy has been involved with the Australian Wooden Boat Festival 

since 1996 and has served on the Board since August 2017. In 2020 
Joy was elected Vice Chair.

 Joy has worked on Mt Desert Island, Maine at Hinkley Yachts, as well
as Bass Harbor Marine

 She also worked as an apprentice with renown rigger, educator & 
author Brion Toss in ‘the wooden boat capital of the west coast’ - 
Port Townsend, Washington State. 



o This is where she immersed herself in the thriving wooden 
boat community and saw first-hand all the skilled and diverse 
trades required to care for timber boats. Along with the 
inspired educators which are required to keep these relevant 
skills alive, to service the wooden boat communities’ needs. 

 Joy has had the opportunity to sail in different countries on all 
shapes and sizes of wooden boats. 

o One highlight being a week sailing as crew in Auckland 
harbour on the beautifully restored 74’ NZ built Logan yacht, 
Waitangi, watching the Prada Cup races - right before the 
America’s Cup races. 

 Joy’s first timber boat was a 31’ double ender, Aloa that she and her
daughter lived on in Sydney Harbour. Aloa is an A.C. Barber design, 
built in Berrys Bay - Sydney. She participated in the early 1947 & 
1948 Sydney to Hobart races. 

 Joy’s second sailboat was Gretchen (aka Raeangle), a William Atkin 
designed shallow-draft, lee-board pocket cruiser built by an officer 
at the Anglesea Base in Hobart. She is here in Franklin used by the 
Living Boat Trust, after being donated a few years back.

 For the past 8 1/2 years Joy has been the custodian of Holger 
Danske, a beautiful Danish double ender. 

o The design brief was for ‘an ocean cruising ketch’. 
o HD was skilfully designed by Danish/American K. Aage Nielsen

and launched in 1964 by artisan boat builder Aage Walsted at 
his yard in Denmark.  

o Her claim to fame was winning the 1980 Newport to Bermuda 
race with her skipper, Rich Wilson being the youngest to do so
at 30yrs old. 

Endra O’May

Endra O'May comes from an old established Tasmanian seafaring family.  Her own 
love of the sea comes with a deep respect for boats, especially wooden boats from 
her first childhood clinker rowing dinghy (Huon Pine!).

She rowed from a young age , fishing and collecting firewood from the foreshore, in 
ab boats around parts of the West Coast salvaging Huon Pine,
and sailing in a variety of boats including the historical boats from The Living Boat 
Trust Franklin.   She is active in the community teaching school children and adults 
the joys of the water ,rowing and sailing, and is presently restoring a King Billy 
clinker dinghy.



Sarah Mantel

I  am a Huon Valley resident who has recently commenced a yearlong shipwright 
training course at the Wooden Boast centre in Franklin. I am passionate about timber
restoration, traditional woodcraft and   learning these skills, and I am enjoying the 
challenges and trumps of the course so far.

Nikki Kingsmith

I am restoring a 28’ Huon pine launch, SANDPEEP built 1935 by Ron Beltz.  
The experiences in attempting to restore a boat have been challenging, it’s not a 
task that has been as clean sailing as you’d think, given Tassies reputation in wood 
boat building and preservation.  Rescuing boats from the past to make them viable 
for the future is a challenge, SANDPEEP will have an electric motor... maybe helping
to consolidate the concept that old boat are viable in the new world.



ST AYLES SKIFF PANEL

The St Ayles Skiff is based on the traditional Fair Isle Skiff from the far north of 
Scotland - it is easy to see the Viking genes.  This new design has been a big 
success: a boat that is easy to row, light and seaworthy.

Jane Johnson

After joining a women’s Franklin rowing group in 2009, an idea was 
conceived in 2011, the “Women on Water” grant, through the State 
Health Department. It aimed to offer more opportunities through aquatic 
pursuits and the supervised construction of a wooden boat to row, the 
2009 Scottish-design, community-built, 5-crew St Ayles Skiff. “Imagine”, 
constructed in Franklin by a group of women, was the first in Australia and
now joins over 250 skiffs throughout the world. Three world 
championships and many expeditions later, thousands of people are 
involved in community rowing, with crews seizing the opportunity to 
explore the local waterways and enjoy community interaction. 



Liz Smith

The sea has always been part of my life – especially rowing. In Sydney 
during the 1980s and 90s I was a weekend sailor and after coming to live 
in the Huon Valley in 1999 I looked for opportunities to be on the water. 
The Huon River was inviting, the Living Boat Trust was welcoming and in 
2007 I participated in the first ‘Raid” – Tawe Nunnegah.  

In 2011 the opportunity to work with other women to build a St Ayles skiff 

through Women on Water enabled me and other women to work together 

and then to row together. The building and rowing were so successful that

in 2013 I approached the Port Cygnet Sailing Club about supporting the 

building of a St Ayles skiff in Cygnet. With funding from the State Health 

Department and great community support, the first Cygnet build started 

in mid-2013 at Cygnet Wooden Boats under the supervision of Jeremy 

Clowes. A good time was had by all and the Swan was launched on March 

1 2014. Since then a second St Ayles skiff, the Cygnet, was funded and 

built by the Cygnet community with support from the Bendigo Bank. 

Both skiffs are still in regular use, with about 80 active rowing members, 

many of whom do not sail, now involved at the Port Cygnet Sailing Club. A 

new world of experience, with opportunities to exercise and enjoy being 

on the water has opened up for the community and the Swan and the 

Cygnet can be seen out on Port Cygnet most days of the week. 

Women on Water in Franklin set the example and I hope that many others

will follow. 




