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Searching for the tall ships of 1988 - where are they now? 
 

  

 

Aquarius W, originally built in Maine, 1930  Asgard II, built in Ireland, 1981  

 

Presented by Mickey Benefiel 
 

The International Tall Ships Race from Hobart to Sydney in 1988, was an event organised by Britain's 

Sail Training Association and the Australian Bicentennial Authority, commemorating the arrival of the 

First Fleet in New South Wales and the beginning of European settlement in Australia. 

The ships, invited by the Australian Government from many countries, sailed from Hobart to Sydney 

to start the Bi-Centennial Celebrations. The fleet included Eagle (USA), Guayas (Ecuador), Juan 

Sebastian de Elcano (Spain), Shabab Oman (Oman), Aquarius W (USA, later Australia), Young 

Endeavour (Australia), Dar Mlodziezy (Poland), Asgard II (Ireland), Leeuwin (Australia), and Spirit of 

New Zealand (New Zealand).   

They had arrived in Hobart on 10 January 1988. Over the following week, at all hours of the day and 

night, thousands of people flocked to the Hobart waterfront to inspect these fine vessels. They 

arrived in Sydney on 19 January to prepare for the Bicentennial celebrations. 

But what has happened to these vessels since then? Local historian and maritime enthusiast Mickey 

Benefiel will describe the fate of these vessels – some of them unusual and unexpected.  Mickey is a 

volunteer researcher at the MMT who has presented a number of popular Monthly Talks in the past. 

He also gives lectures at the U3A Clarence. He sailed on the Lady Nelson for nine years and has spent 

most of his life associated with the sea, on it sailing, surfing and kayaking; and under it as a diver. 

Time: 12.00-1.00pm, Tuesday 6 December 2016 

Place: Royal Society Room, Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Customs House, 19 Davey St entrance.   

Phone the Maritime Museum on 6234 1427 for more details 


