
Have you ever wanted to learn the art of stone carving? If so, here is the opportunity you have been 
waiting for. Stone artist and tutor, David Barclay will be conducting two workshops in August, at the 
Living Boat Trust in Franklin. These days will be suitable for beginners or those with some 
experience.

David Barclay is a well-known stone craftsman and experienced tutor in his home state of Victoria, 
and has exhibited in numerous galleries and exhibitions around the Daylesford, Castlemaine, Ballarat 
areas. He has a popular stall at the Creswick monthly market, arriving in his restored 1928 Chevrolet 
Huckster van and, dressed in traditional stonemasons garb, giving demonstrations and selling his 
original carved sculptures.

David is visiting the Huon Valley during August and will be holding two Sunday stone carving 
workshops. The first, on August 3rd, will be an opportunity to make a birdbath or large bowl using an 
angle grinder. This technique is easy to learn and even beginners will be quickly designing and 
creating their own piece of stone sculpture to take home and place in the garden.

The second workshop, on August 10th, will be an opportunity to learn the gentler art of chiselling 
patterns and designs into the surface of the stone. Again, the techniques are not hard to pick up and 
suitable for those with no experience. David guarantees that the workshops will be enjoyable and will 
provide people with all the skills they need to get started in this satisfying, traditional craft. 

The workshops will run from 10am to 4pm both days. Participants can attend either one day or both. 
The cost will be $60 for one day or $40 for concession card holders, payable on the day. There is a 
further discount for people who wish to attend both days, at $100 or $70 concession. Prices have been 
deliberately kept low so they are affordable for everyone. 

What to bring:

David will supply diamond cutting wheels, flap discs, chisels, safety glasses and dust masks. 

Participants for the first day are requested to bring a 4 inch (100mm) angle grinder with arbor spanner 
if they have one. You don't need to have experience using it, so a borrowed one would be fine. There 
will be limited number of spare angle grinders for people who don't have access to one and these will 
be allocated on a first in basis. Please mention this when booking. Anyone considering buying one 
should contact the organisers first for advice. An extension cord would also be useful if you have one 
although there will be some available.

Stones will be provided, mainly mudstone, which is very soft and suitable for beginners. Participants 
are welcome to bring other types of stone, such as sandstone, basalt, even dolerite, granite or quartz, 
but it should be remembered that harder stones will cause more wear on tools and take a lot longer to 
finish. So for beginners or those wanting a quick result, the supplied mudstone is recommended

Other items to bring include a hammer (an ordinary claw hammer is suitable) and ear-muffs. As 
angle-grinding generates a lot of dust, old clothing, ideally overalls, are recommended as well as a 
hat. Workshops will be held outside so warm and windproof clothing is also necessary at this time of 
year.

In the event of light rain there will be marquee and verandah style shelter but if the weather is truly 
awful there may be a postponement.



If you are interested, or have any questions, please email stonecarvingfranklin@gmail.com (preferred) 
or if you don't have email you can phone 62664441. Numbers will be limited and bookings are 
essential so get in quick for this exciting opportunity.


