
St Ayles Skiffs Go West 

 

Western Australia is embracing the St Ayles Skiff movement with the commencement 

of two skiff builds at the Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club. During my visit last 

week I found  – 

1. A picture-perfect Swan River setting that will be wonderful for rowing 

adventures 

2. A male group of “around 15” Yacht Club members enthusiastically getting 

stuck into the building three times per week. Each kit had been cut out and 

prepared for assembly, with the first skiff well on its way. The building frame 

was in position, as well as the internal frame with hog, stems and ribs 

prepared, the latter made out of mahogany. 

This western expansion has come about due to the February 2015 Hobart Wooden 

Boat Festival, when an eager W.A. crew participated in the pre-regatta sprints along 

Princes Wharf. The event, watched by the Governor of Tasmania, was a promotion 

for the regatta in Franklin and aimed to demonstrate the fun and camaraderie 

associated with St Ayles Skiff involvement.  

 

Five months later, in a small shed on the banks of the Swan, St Ayles Skiffs are 

continuing to multiply. I met Steve, the supervising boatbuilder who had been 

involved with many other projects including one that most people know - the building 

of Australia II. 

 

He mentioned how the Yacht Club was aiming to expand what they offer already with 

sailing competitions and children’s activities. “We are hoping the parents, especially 

mums, will get involved – the Swan River is such a great location and offers social  

opportunities, such as lunch and coffee stops along the way”.  

 

The enthusiasm to complete the first Western Australian community build is so great 

they were asked to try and be ready for the opening of the Yacht Club season in 

October. Steve commented “ We thought that we should make this a special launch 

day on its own rather than combine it. We enjoyed the races in Hobart so we want to 

make the St Ayles Skiffs a feature”.  

 

While I was there being reminded of the pride that goes into the planing and shaping 

of the components of the skiff, the group had been reading the Mercury article on the 

launch of Franklin’s St Ayles Skiff number 2, “Billie”. It seemed to me that the 

rowing of St Ayles Skiffs is open to all communities worldwide as an activity that 

makes it easy for a wide range of people to be involved.  

 

As I left, Steve invited me to drop in anytime, return for the launch and join in on a 

Swan River row – sounds pretty good to me. Like the St Ayles Skiff launch and 

regatta in Warrnambool in November and the New Zealand St Ayles Skiff Raid and 

Regatta in Auckland in January 2016, it has a definite place on the calendar. 


