
FWWA:  Where we are and how we got here 
 
Most readers of the LBT Newsletter will already know what the 
Franklin working Waterfront Association Inc has been working on for 
the last year or two. We are now getting to the pointy end of the story 
that began in 1998 when the Franklin Progress Association, the 
Shipwright's Point School of Wooden Boat building, as it was then 
known, and a new organisation, the Living Boat Trust inc applied to 
the Commonwealth Federation fund  to ressurrect the town by 
following the example of overseas towns like ours, that had a history 
of wooden ship building behind them, and had built on their traditions 
and resources, succeeded in re-creating lost identity, and much 
needed employment. It was decided that the first project would be to 
build a "Community Harbour" that would attract boats, preferably 
wooden, and therefore work, and therefore bringing good people to 
the waterfront.A bit of a cargo cult really, but the Editorial of the 
Mercury of 8th September 1998 proved prophetic: 
  
"One of the most impressive aspects of the proposal is that although 
Federation Fund assistance of $2.4 million is being sought, the 
project will go ahead no matter what"(see attachment) 
  
It did, but it has taken longer than expected. Community energy was 
diverted for several years by fighting to prevent the demolition of the 
Palais Theatre and working at weekends to make it useable , then to 
save the Egg Island Canal from losing both its navigability and its 
heritage value. Interest in finding a long term solution to Franklin's 
problem of dependency on external factors that were out of local 
control revived when the school was threatened with closure, and 
The Franklin Working Waterfront Association Inc was formed to 
continue where the movement of 1998 had left off. We were advised 
after several attempts to raise funds to match regional development 
grants for more than a million dollars, that we should "Take smaller 
bites" We couldn't see how to do this, since the various components 
of the idea, of a working port of refeshment for wooden vessels and a 
tourist destination were interdependent on each other. 
  
Then came the exclusive option offered by Andy Gamlin that we 



could start by buying the Wooden Boat Centre for a very reasonable 
price that is within reach of a small rural community. Having bought 
the Centre when it was  not doing well  he and Yvonne  have placed it 
once more on a profitable footing, re-introduced small boatbuilding 
classes that are in demand, re-established its international 
reputation,and made it once more an important tourist destination. 
Meanwhile, the Living boat Trust has taken the lead in 
establishing the maritime community and the social  activity that was 
anticipated in 1998.The overall aims remain the same. 
  
Late last year we began to get political support as well. Lara Giddings 
offered to pay half the cost of a business plan for purchase of the 
Centre and the reintroduction of Higher Education in wooden 
Boatbuilding, if theAssociation came up with the other half. We did, 
and an excellent Business plan has been created. The Australian 
Maritime College asked us to devise an Associate Degree in Wooden 
Boatbuilding, which we have done. The aim is to be ready to accept 
degree students in February 2016. That will give Franklin a big lift. 
Former boatbuilding students,.some of them married, stayed here for 
2 years. They played in our sports teams, sent their children to 
Franklin school. Imagine what a difference an eventual total of 24 
people in their 20s and 30s, and their wives and children will make to 
this place. 
  
Recently we have been provided with Deductable Gift Recipient 
Status by Colony 47, and we are working to achieve it in our own right 
a soon as possible. I will attach a document which gives the details. 
Our target is $175,000 to match a grant of $150.000 for which we 
have applied in order to buy the Wooden boat centre and make some 
neccessary improvements. We have had a major donation of $30,000 
already a successful Benefit concert,Thankks to Steve Gadd and his 
talented friends,  and a number of other donations that have kept the 
total slowly rising. Now it needs to rise fast if we are going to make it. 
Politically, many small donors are just as important as a few big 
ones.If you know people who may be interested please pass this on, 
and if you are able to make a donation, however small, please do. All 
donations over $2 dollars are tax deductable. 
	  


