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Opening hours:  

7 days a week from 10am to 

5pm (Christmas Day and 

Good Friday excluded) 

 

Entry:  

Adult $10.00 

Child $5.00 

Student or  

Concession $8.00 and  

Family (five) $25.00 

Simulator passes:  

$2.00 per ‘Mission’ 

(three attempts). 

 

 

The Bass Strait Maritime Centre 

is proudly owned and operated by 

the Devonport City Council  

 

In the eye … 

Our third tourist season is now upon us and 

we continue to put the learning from previous 

years into refining and improving the way we 

do things. We are enjoying very positive 

feedback which holds us in good stead as we 

continue to break into new areas of the 

travelling public. 

We welcomed our first interstate school 

group, we are getting repeat visits from our 

local schools and thoroughly enjoy hosting the 

coach groups for breakfasts. The key to 

success is customer service and we continually 

encourage comments so that we can build on 

the products and services we offer. 

Our volunteers play a vital role in the 

operations of the Centre and we take every 

opportunity to acknowledge their work. There 

is nothing more rewarding than to see the 

positive comments they receive from our 

visitors. 

Our September talk “Under the Waves” was 

provided by one of our volunteers, Greg 

Close. As a scuba diver and photographer, his 

presentation of what we can find out in Bass 

Strait was enthralling for all who attended.  

 

In November for our last talk of the year, Ann 

Teasdale gave a very informative overview of 

the inner workings of Home Hill and a 

preview of what is planned to celebrate the 

centennial year of the historic home in 2016. 

In December, Spirit of Tasmania donated six 

paintings from the Sydney Cove exhibition to 

the Devonport Lions Club. The artworks were 

painted at sea by renowned Tasmanian Artist, 

Bill Flowers, during Spirit of Tasmania’s 

Artist on Board summer day sailings program 

in 2014/15. They will be used to raise funds 

for a new bus for the Special Education 

School. The paintings will still be here for the 

short term until plans are in place for the 

fundraising efforts. If you are interested in 

acquiring one or more of the paintings, please 

let us know and we will pass on details to the 

Lions Club. 

 

Coming up at the Centre 

It has taken some time but we will be soon 

opening………..

 

Before the container, transporting goods was 

expensive. The container has made shipping 

cheap, and in so doing has changed the 

world’s economy. The armies of wharfies 

that once worked in the world’s ports have 

disappeared and cities and towns with their 

manufacturing centres that were once 

magnets of maritime commerce have seen 

their customers move away. 

The staff, management and volunteers of the  

Bass Strait Maritime Centre look forward to welcoming you. 
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As it has destroyed old economies, it has created new ones. 

The container- a simple box has changed the world. It has 

changed the way we work and live in London, Mumbai or 

Devonport. 

Watch for the date! 

Saturday February 20, 2-4pm  

“Look at Rooke: a trip down memory lane” 

A team of volunteers from the Centre will lead a walk 

through the Mall, looking at buildings and highlighting 

businesses of yesteryear. It is a chance for people to share 

their memories and assist in compiling a definitive list of 

the occupiers over the years. 

Bookings essential – 03 6424 7100 or 

info@bassstraitmc.com.au  

Where is the Julie Burgess? 

The season is well underway with some very happy 

passengers enjoying sailings and celebrations on the ketch. 

 

 

Skipper Noel Goodwin is pictured with some happy 

passengers on the Julie Burgess. 

It was great to be able to offer some sailings between 

Christmas and New Year and many locals were able to give 

visiting family and friends a unique experience on the 

Mersey River and out into Bass Strait – even some repeat 

business which is really good news!. We operate with a 

volunteer crew and we thank them for giving their time and 

skills to make this happen. 

Some special twilight sailings are on the agenda for 

February/March and planning is underway for a sail to Three 

Hummock Islands…..so keep an eye out for these 

opportunities. 

**************************************** 

HELP NEEDED …… Naturally all our sailings are 

subject to crew availability and the weather, so we do have to 

disappoint on occasion. We continue to seek volunteers to 

assist with crewing and especially those with Master 5 and 

MED3. It would help tremendously with sharing the load, so 

if you do know of a retired seafarer, please pass the 

information on. 

**************************************** 

Maritime Heritage under the Spotlight 

A Maritime Heritage Seminar was held in Hobart in 

December which focussed primarily on historic boats and 

maritime conservation. Representatives from the Australian 

National Maritime Museum, the Australian Historic Vessels 

Register and the Australian Maritime Museums Council 

were in attendance. A range of speakers spoke on local and 

national issues, future directions and also gave case studies 

of vessels: the successes, those still struggling in their 

endeavours and the problems encountered which highlighted 

a shared common theme.  

The emphasis is on saving historic vessels that are at risk and 

the Association of Heritage Boat Organisations has been 

formed to educate and inform the wider community, identify 

vessels at risk and to assist where possible with their 

conservation. If you are interested in more information about 

the Association and its objectives, then the Maritime 

Museum of Tasmania which hosted the seminar can assist. 

The seminare also provided a great opportunity for members 

of the Maritime Heritage Organisations of Tasmania to touch 

base. Congratulations must go to all involved for a very 

successful and informative seminar.  

Scuttlebutt from our visitors 

“Excellent experience and lovely meal.” 

“Fascinating, we learned so much. Thank you to your very 

knowledgeable staff and their willingness and joy in 

sharing their wealth of knowledge.” 

“Simulator was amazing, very well presented – thank 

you!” 

 “Great art and craft area!” 

“Nicely laid out, very interesting. Simulator provides great 

entertainment. Highly recommended.” 

“Absolutely fantastic stories, excellent information and 

volunteer guides, thank you.” 

And from the Julie Burgess: 

“Great Sail. Lovely views thanks!” 

“What an awesome trip and great experience.” 
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Supporting Each Other….. 

The building of networks and working relationships between 

maritime and heritage groups is vital to ensure the message 

of the importance of preserving our heritage is promoted far 

and wide. It is also an opportunity to support each other with 

the sharing of knowledge and resources. 

The Bass Strait Maritime Centre has formed a strong bond 

with the Kent Group Museum, responding positively to a 

request to share one of the Centre’s interpretation panels, 

selling the Lighthouse Recipe Book which raises funds for 

the Museum, having Dallas and Shirley Baker as speakers 

for our Maritime and Heritage Talks and, more recently, 

receiving three beautifully written and illustrated journals by 

Trauti Reynolds which the Centre will store for the Museum. 

Trauti and her husband, David, were volunteer caretakers 

on Deal Island three times for a period of three months 

each time. During their time on the island, both in 

caretaking roles and on working bees, Trauti kept a day to 

day journal which she embellished with photographs and 

hand drawings. Trauti donated the journals to the Kent 

Group Museum for visitors to enjoy. 

As the journals cannot be left on Deal Island due to 

environmental reasons, they have been scanned and 

laminated copies put in the Museum on the island for visitors 

to enjoy. In addition to storing these valuable journals, the 

Centre has been given permission to display the journals and 

they will be featured later in the year. 

Pirate Day 2016 – Save the Date… 

Thursday April 21 will be our 3rd pirate day at the Bass 

Strait Maritime Centre. Again there will be plenty of fun 

for the whole family and discounted entry. Keep an eye out 

for more information. 

 

 

Collection Management 

The Bass Strait Maritime Centre has once again been 

successful in receiving a grant of Roving Curator Hours from 

Arts Tasmania. Staff and volunteers will be working with a 

Roving Curator during 2016 to develop a Disaster 

Preparedness Plan which is another vital component of the 

overall Collection Management and compliance with the 

Museum Practice Standards. 

Some favourite images from the Exhibition.… 

“From the eye of the needle to the edge of the shelf…” 
Looking at the land bridge which once connected Tasmania 

to mainland Australia and in its separation formed Bass 

Strait, many visitors are amazed just how shallow the Strait 

is. With an average depth of 50 metres and down to 80 

metres in some spots, our volunteers love to tell people that 

if they upended the Spirit of Tasmania, it would stick out of 

the water – a great visual for children and perhaps some 

comfort for the nervous passenger! 

 

And in the Crossing Room …… 

“Anyone for grilled steak for breakfast?” 

 

The menu from the T.S.S. Loongana 1935 – really was the 

time of “elegant travel”  

 



 
 

For more information 
www.bassstraitmc.com.au 

P: (03) 6424 7100 

E: info@bassstraitmc.com.au 

Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/BassStraitMaritimeCentre  

New in the Gift Shop… 

Tall & Small Ships in Tasmania Calendar  $18.00 

 

Lighthouses of Tasmania Calendar $20.00 

 

Tasmanian Mountain Moccasin  $20.00 

 

Rockhopper Penguin, Great White Shark, Nile 

Crocodile & Clownfish Nanoblocks  $9.50 each 

 

We have a great range of maritime and Tasmanian 

crafted gifts, you are welcome to come in and browse. 

Become a member of the Bass Strait Maritime 

Centre 

And receive all these membership benefits; 

 Four (4) FREE admissions to the Centre for the 

membership year 

 Four (4) FREE passes to Take the Helm on the SS 

Woniora 

 10% discount on all merchandise at the Bass Strait 

Maritime Centre gift shop (sale items excluded) 

 10% discount on an annual members-only Julie 

Burgess sailing 

 10% discounted entry to special events and functions 

at the Centre 

 Invitations to previews and openings 

 Newsletter 

 Annual renewal notice 

And all of these come in a special Bass Strait Maritime 

Centre daypack.      

                           

The following membership categories and fees apply. 

Category Membership 

Fee 

Benefits and Saving 

Individual $50.00 Valued at $100.00 - save 

$50.00 

Student/ 

Concession 

$30.00 Valued at $100 - save 

$70.00 

Family  $120.00 Valued at $400 - save 

$280.00 

The savings alone make it worthwhile being a member! 

Become a member today by filling in the membership form 

on line at: www.bassstraitmc.com.au or at the Centre or by 

phoning (03) 6424 7100. 

 

Membership is a great gift idea! 

http://www.bassstraitmc.com.au/
mailto:info@bassstraitmc.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/BassStraitMaritimeCentre

