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Presented by Maria Grist, Local Historian 

On Hobart’s eastern shore, not far from Geilston Bay, is a small cove known as Shag Bay. It was originally 

known as Bonemill Bay; this name was derived from the fertiliser factories that operated there between 

1884 and 1915. These bonemills were originally set up to produce a profit from noxious material that 

would otherwise have caused a nuisance for the people of Hobart and surrounds. 

A devastating explosion shattered the bonemill in 1915, resulting in the deaths of two of the site 

workers - a father and a son. Their names were George Byworth Russell and William Frederick Russell. 

The explosion caused great concern and consternation in Hobart, and the event is still quite well-known 

today. 

Some remains of the explosion are still visible in Shag Bay. These remains include a large boiler, cement 

foundations, and many mouldering animal bones jutting out from the edge of the shoreline, and they 

provide the visitor a memorial to the tragedy which took place there so many years ago. 

In this presentation, Maria Grist will explore some of the history of the two companies who operated in 

Shag Bay, as well as the events leading up to and surrounding the explosion. There will also be included 

some references to the vessels which were used to service the plant. This talk will be illustrated by 

photographs including some which were published in newspapers of the day, and which show both 

external views of the bonemill buildings as well as internal views of the workings inside the plant. 

 

Maria Grist BA is a local amateur historian with a particular interest in the history of Mount Wellington. 

Her husband John Grist has had a lifelong interest in field research in industrial archaeology throughout 

Tasmania. Maria and John have co-written a book, The Romance of Mount Wellington, which highlights 

early recreational and industrial uses of the mountain. Maria has also written a number of short articles 

on Tasmanian history, available on her web site www.mtwellingtonhistory.com  

Time: 12.00-1.00pm, Tuesday 4 July 2017 

Place: Royal Society Room, Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, Customs House, 19 Davey St entrance.   

Phone the Maritime Museum on 6234 1427 for more details or email john.wadsley@maritimetas.org  


