
Franklin Working Waterfront and Living Boat Trust
to celebrate Forestry Tasmania donation.

Fifteen years ago Timber was needed for the keel Of "Wild 
Honey" a 30 foot cruising yacht to be built by students of 
Franklin's Wooden Boat School. Rick Watson, of Huon Valley 
Timber, was the contractor working on a coup in the Denison 
Valley. He located a huge Blue Gum (Eucalyptus Globulus) in an 
area destined to be clear felled. Forestry Tasmania agreed to 
set the tree aside for boatbuilding.

At the end of the harvesting operation the magnificent tree 
stood alone, 90 feet tall and 8 feet in diameter at the base. Rick
felled the tree himself, and the Earth shook. Peter Laidlaw, now 
the President of the Living Boat Trust, and Anders Thiele, of 
Lune River, spent several days, (supported by the contractor's 
use of a bulldozer to manipulate the logs), cutting a keel , and 
cutting a large log into quarters for future use.

The keel was delivered to Franklin, and the question arose, 
What should be done with the remaining quarters which had 
also come to Franklin , together with an excavator?  A rapid 
decision had to be made .

The Living Boat Trust workshop had not yet been built, and the 
excavator was standing by, so the decision was made to 
preserve the timber by placing it in the Huon River, leaving 
decisions  about its use in the future to the Wooden Boat 
School, and the Living Boat Trust, which had just been born.

A decade passed, with changing ownership and development of
the Wooden Boat Centre ,and the amazing transformation of 
the LBT from  an idea to a significant social reality. One of the 
logs in the river was hauled out for inspection; thanks to a 
donation of a morning's work by an excavator, from  Ross Petit 
of Pettit Hire. This coincided with the arrival of the Baltic ketch, 
Yukon, from Denmark, with a plank of Danish oak needing 
replacement. Peter Laidlaw's Alaska ortable mill was used to 



obtain one perfect plank  that is now keeping the water out of 
Yukon.

Now after three more years, the Wooden Boat Centre has 
changed hands to the Franklin Working Waterfront, an inclusive 
organisation dedicated to the prosperity of the Franklin 
Community. It is time to mill the remainder of the Denison 
Valley log, and to store portable flitches  before what is 
expected to be the hottest summer on record damages the 
timber, protected though it is.

This calls for community support to save several thousands of 
dollars worth of first class boatbuilding timber from the ravages
of nature, and to fulfil our obligation to those who have donated
time and money in the past.

So a group of local landowners who are interested in the 
sustainable management of  their timber-covered  blocks in the
future, have arranged for  Steve White, the proud owner of a 
portable Lucas mill, to come down to the riverside just south of 
the Living Boat Trust at 10 am on Sunday Morning, 29th 
November, and demonstrate the use of his machine, which is 
an example of the new forest technology that will contribute to 
the sustainable management of our local forests in the future. 
This is an opportunity to learn how these remarkable machines 
work, and how they can be used for small scale private forest 
management. It will also help to have enough people there, at 
10 am on 29th, the day after the Swiftsure regatta, to help with 
timber storage for  the boats that will be built in the Franklin of 
the future. 

John Young.


