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Bass Strait  
Maritime Centre 

Address: 6 Gloucester 
Avenue, Devonport 

P: (03) 6424 7100 

E: info@bassstraitmc.com.au 

W: www.bassstraitmc.com.au 

Opening hours:  
7 days a week from 10am to 
5pm (Christmas Day and 
Good Friday excluded) 
 
Entry:  
Adult $10.00 
Child $5.00 
Student or  
Concession $8.00 and  
Family (five) $25.00 

Simulator passes:  
$2.00 per ‘Mission’ 
(three attempts). 
 
 
The Bass Strait Maritime Centre 

is proudly owned and operated by 
the Devonport City Council  

 

In the eye … 
We have just celebrated Volunteers Week, a 
time to give our volunteers special recognition 
and to say thank you once again for their 
wonderful contribution. 

Volunteers play an integral role in many 
museums in engaging the visitor and relating 
the stories of the exhibitions and displays and 
often even a little bit more! The larger 
contemporary museums and galleries tend to 
provide a paper or electronic guide which can 
be enough for some visitors. The Centre 
recently celebrated its third anniversary of the 
re-opening with a more contemporary style 
and I believe we have still been able to capture 
the essence of the former museum with our 
volunteers providing visitors with that special 
personal customer service. A recent comment 
from Trip Advisor “It would be just another 
museum if it were not for the friendly and 
informative guides…..”  As a consequence, 
visitors tend to relax and quite often are happy 
to share information and stories and we then 
get some real little gems for our records. 

Some notable recent visitors to the Centre 
have included Judith Kempen, granddaughter 
of the well-known deep sea diver, Johnno 
Johnstone. Johnno walked some 43 kilometres 
of the Bass Strait sea bed in 1938 attached by 
cable to the ketch Julie Burgess, checking the 
telephone cable from mainland Australia – 
cables across the Strait being quite relevant at 
the moment! 

 

Harry Peace was another visitor with stories to 
tell about his grandfather being the chief 
carpenter on the Cutty Sark and descendant 
from a Norwegian tribe living on the Shetland 
Islands. And incidentally, Harry was a long 
time employee for Siemens, the company that 
supplied the power transmission technology 
for the submarine cable link across Bass Strait. 

William Holyman, of the Holyman dynasty, 
visited in March. The entrepreneurial family 
has had diverse interests in transport over the 
decades including air, shipping and road. 
William is the fifth of seven Williams in the 
family line. 

While on all things maritime, our Maritime 
and History talks commenced a little later this 
year due to Easter. Captain Anne Rutherford 
gave a very interesting and enlightening 
account of her career path since joining the oil 
industry with BP shipping in the seventies. 
The recipient of awards such as Tasmanian 
Business Woman of the Year, Safety Awards 
(at state, national and international levels), 
AIMS Excellence in Specialist Services and 
Community Service Award for Safety, Anne 
gave great insight as a woman working in a 
male dominated industry and how she has 
capitalised on the experience and the 
opportunities presented. 

 

The weather and Bass Strait conditions have 
been very much a conversation point of late 
for visitors. Affecting everything from the 
Spirit of Tasmania to the Julie Burgess 
sailings, weather conditions also put a 
dampener on our annual Pirate Day. Although 
numbers were well down, those who attended 
did not mind getting a little bit wet and 
enjoyed the fun activities. 
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For your diary 
May is National Trust Heritage Festival 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/heritage-festival/ The 
theme this year is “Discoveries and Rediscoveries”.  To 
join in the celebrations, the collection management 
volunteers have put together a presentation, “A Tale of 
Two Towns” revisiting and rediscovering the twin towns of 
Torquay and Formby. The towns amalgamated in 1890 to 
form the present city of Devonport. It was launched on 
May 4 with an audience of fifty plus. 

 

The presentation of a collation of photographs is being 
screened in the Centre for the month of May. Volunteers 
are also taking the presentation to two local aged care 
homes for residents to view and reminisce on early 
Devonport. A great way to celebrate heritage month! 

Where is the Julie Burgess? 
There has been a steady demand this season and at times the 
pressure has been on the crew. Naturally all our sailings are 
subject to crew availability and the weather, so we do have to 
disappoint on occasion. The fickle weather of late has 
impacted but crew have also taken the opportunity to catch 
up on the maintenance schedule. A special thankyou goes to 
the crew for their tireless commitment during the busy 
season. 

We continue to seek volunteers to assist with crewing and 
especially those with Master 5 and MED3. It would help 
tremendously with sharing the load, so if you do know of a 
retired seafarer, please pass the information on. 

The story of the Julie Burgess will be the feature of the 
Maritime and History Talk for the month of July. “Salty 
Tales” will be presented by some crew members and will 
include some beautiful images from the files of the ketch in 
her “heyday” through to the present day. Keep a watch for 
the date, an event not to be missed! 

Bass Strait under the Spotlight 
The Flagstaff Hill Heritage Village in Warrnambool hosted 
the conference for the Maritime Museums of Victoria in 
early April with the theme “Bass Strait: The Western 
Approaches”. The conference commenced with Dr. John 
Sherwood of Deakin University who gave an overview of 
the formation of the Bass Strait basin over the ages from 
Gondwana 200 million years ago. He highlighted the granite 
ridges on either side of the basin and the chain of islands 
which hold Tasmania to the Australian mainland. He then 
moved on to the ocean currents that influence conditions in 
Bass Strait and the extreme weather event that could not be 
predicted in1998 that led to the loss of life in the Sydney to 
Hobart Yacht Race. Dr Sherwood’s presentation set the 
scene for the conference which featured a number of 
speakers on a variety of topics all linking to the history and 
vagaries of Bass Strait. 

From one of our younger crew…..One of my 
favourite things at the Bass Strait Maritime 
Centre is… 
the Ovaltine display in the Port City room. As a child I 
remember eating the little Ovalteenies and drinking Ovaltine. 
The first time I saw the display I was surprised as I had no 
idea that they were actually produced in Quoiba. It is really 
interesting to see the old posters and the memorabilia from 
the Ovaltineys League. 

 

Australia Post 
Due to the recent changes in Australia Post we are trying to 
reduce the amount of mail based newsletters sent out. If 
you are currently receiving our newsletter via the post but 
have an email address that we can send out electronically 
please let us know by either emailing or phoning us. The 
best thing about receiving them via email is you get them 
the day they are published so you do not miss out on any of 
our up and coming things at the centre. 

 
For more information 

www.bassstraitmc.com.au 
P: (03) 6424 7100 

E: info@bassstraitmc.com.au 
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/BassStraitMaritimeCentre  
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