
 

 

Franklin History Group Newsletter  

January 2020 

The FHG meets at the Evaporators at 7pm, the 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

Email: fhglibrary@gmail.com or: franklinhistorygroup@outlook.com 

Members of the History group met at ‘Osteria at Petty Sessions’ restaurant for 

the 2019 Christmas gathering. It was lovely to enjoy the gathering in such a 

wonderful historic Franklin building; the former court house which was 

constructed in 1882.  

2019 has been a busy year; celebrating the 10th Birthday with a 2-day 

exhibition and book launch at ‘Abbey on Main’ in June. Thank you to our host 

Gavin. Our guest speaker was Richard Johnson, co-author of ‘The May Queen’ 

which was built at Franklin. Guests included Eric Abetz and Michelle Petrusma. 

The launch of ‘The Franklin Walk’ and Booklet was a highlight of the event, as 

was the release of HISTORIC FRANKLIN, Volume 2: “On the Water” and a fitting 

companion to the photographic album, HISTORIC FRANKLIN Volume 1: “On the 

Land”. These were the ‘brainchild’ of Alan Cato, President of the Franklin 

History Group. 

Sincere thanks to all involved with the project which was funded by a grant 

from State Growth to the Franklin Progress Association, (FPA). Special thanks 

to Bec Enders for her management of the project, the Franklin Landcare Group, 

mailto:fhglibrary@gmail.com


and Members of the Franklin History Group who showed great dedication and 

patience with the research for both the plaques and the booklet which was 

produced by Kieran Bradley for the FPA. 

The Franklin Walk features 18 plaques, 7 information panels and the booklets 

are available at local businesses for a small cost. 

 

Detail of the Franklin Post Office plaque. Artwork by Rob Linnell. 

 

 

Photo of the St Johns Church plaque. 



The Franklin History Group joined the Cygnet, Geeveston and Upper Huon 

History Groups at the Huon Show in November. There were many visitors to 

review the various displays; particularly each time it rained although I suspect 

these gave only a cursory glance to the bedecked walls and tables. Barbara, 

Jane and Alan and Carol enjoyed a very informative day. 

 

 

 

 

Photos by C Cane 



The Christmas function at Osteria at Petty Sessions was enjoyed by all. Photos 

follow. 

 

Jane and Alan Cato 

 

 

 

Ruth Young and Jane Johnson. 

 



The Franklin Hydro Shed 

Research is continuing with this project. While there is anecdotal evidence of 

its location near Prices Creek a short distance uphill from the school, the initial 

engineer’s report which was published in full in the Huon Times and the 

subsequent amendment which recommended the placement of the shed 

further ‘up-stream’, and therefore a reduction in cost of £14., has created 

some doubts and the need for closer inspection. 

The enclosed photos show the shed at its present location. 

 

 

Side view showing the metal cladding and original windows. 

 



 

Side and rear of shed in this view. 

 

2020 is a new year and the FHG is hoping to find a new home for the Jane 

Franklin museum, its library and extensive displays of photos and other historic 

objects.  

The library is in excellent hands as Voytek works through the cataloguing. 

Decisions on projects for this year are yet to be finalised. More on this soon. 

New members and visitors are all welcome. 

 

 


